STUDIES  IN   A  DYING   CULTURE
of action. If this motive, or act of will, is itself free, and
not forced, we must also be in turn conscious of the
antecedent motive that produced it. Free will is not
therefore the opposite of causality ; it is on the contrary
a special and late aspect of causality, it is the consciousness
of causality. That is why man naturally fits all happen-
ings outside him in a causal frame ; because he is con-
scious of causality in himself. Otherwise it would be a
mystery if man, experiencing only uncausality in free
will, should assume, as he does, that all other things are
linked by causality. If, however, he is only assuming
that other objects obey the same laws as he does, both
the genesis and success of causality as a cognitive frame-
work for reality are explicable.
Causality and freedom thus are aspects of each other.
Freedom is the consciousness of necessity. The universe
as a whole is completely free, because that which is not
free is determined by something else outside it. But all
things are, by definition, contained in the universe,
therefore the universe is determined by nothing but
itself. But every individual thing in the universe is
determined by other things, because the universe is
material. This materiality is not * given * in the defini-
tion of the universe, but is exactly what science estab-
lishes when it explains the world actively and positively.
Thus the only absolute freedom, like die only absolute
truth, is the universe itself. But parts of the universe
have varying degrees of freedom, according to their
degrees of self-determination. In sel&determination, the
causes are within the thing itself; thus, in the sensation
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